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Joy's Corner...
ALWAYS ON HIS CASE
It seems the leaders of Israel were on Jesus' case 
all the time. They plagued Him with questions, 
trying to stump Him and always after him to slip 
up. They hated Him so much, jealous of His 
success with the common people. They were 
pounding on Him verbally, all through His 3 1/2 
year ministry.

And now, the Publicans, collecting the temple tax,
were at Him again. They were poking words at 
Him, trying to make Him look bad.

This time, it was over the question of TAX (or 
Tribute Money). They challenged Him as to 
whether He paid tax or not.

But Peter, good ole' Pete, opened up his mouth, 
and said, "Yes." Of course we pay tax.

Jesus' logical response was, "What thinkest thou, 
Simon? Of whom do the kings of the earth take 
custom or tribute? Of their own children, or of 
strangers?" Simon Peter answered, "of strangers." 
Jesus' response was, "Then are the children free."

However, the rabbis chose to set aside Jesus' 
claim as prophet and teacher, and treat Him as a 
commonplace person.

Once again, watch the clever way Jesus revealed 
his glory and "Fought this Battle." He must have 
laughed within Himself, as He asked Peter to go 
fishing.

He said to Peter, "Go thou to the sea, and cast a 
hook and take up the fish that first cometh up; and
when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find 
a piece of money: that take, and give it unto them 
for Me and thee."

As a matter of fact, the leaders of Israel must have
been surprised at Jesus' ways and means to obtain 
the tax money.

He was Creator of all fish on the fifth day of 
creation. Yes, indeed, if He could create a fish, He
could place a coin in the mouth of one. Jesus had 
divine power over nature. He still does.

For a long time in my life, I have read what God 
and Jesus did to fight the battles of life. As 
Creator, He could and still can do anything. As we
read the Bible about the Lord's many ways of 
fighting a battle, I have a growing tendency to 
turn over MY battles to the Lord.

When I try to do it on my own, I botch it up every
time. When I "give it to God", what a wonderful 
life I have, living in the arms of God, seeing His 
will and His way, even in His time, as it unfolds. 
Some battles are won quickly, some take time.

God bless you as you think about giving God 
YOUR battles, letting go of them, releasing them,
and watching just how He does the fighting for 
us.

This short story is found in Matthew 17:24-27.

LET GOD FIGHT YOUR BATTLES

God Bless...  Joy
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STEPS TO CHRIST...

The Son of God came from heaven to make 
manifest the Father. "No man hath seen God at 
any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." John
1:18. "Neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal Him." Matthew 11:27. When one of the 
disciples made the request, "Show us the Father," 
Jesus answered, "Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how 
sayest thou then, Show us the Father?" John 14:8, 
9.

     In describing His earthly mission, Jesus said, 
The Lord "hath anointed Me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised." Luke 4:18. 
This was His work. He went about doing good 
and healing all that were oppressed by Satan. 
There were whole villages where there was not a 
moan of sickness in any house, for He had passed 
through them and healed all their sick. His work 
gave evidence of His divine anointing. Love, 
mercy, and compassion were revealed in every act
of His life; His heart went out in tender sympathy 
to the children of men. He took man's nature, that 
He might reach man's wants. The poorest and 
humblest were not afraid to approach Him. Even 
little children were attracted to Him. They loved 
to climb upon His knees and gaze into the pensive
face, benignant with love.

     Jesus did not suppress one word of truth, but 
He uttered it always in love. He exercised the 
greatest tact and thoughtful, kind attention in His 

intercourse with the people. He was never rude, 
never needlessly spoke a severe word, never gave 
needless pain to a sensitive soul. He did not 
censure human weakness. He spoke the truth, but 
always in love. He denounced hypocrisy, 
unbelief, and iniquity; but tears were in His voice 
as He uttered His scathing rebukes. He wept over 
Jerusalem, the city He loved, which refused to 
receive Him, the way, the truth, and the life. They 
had rejected Him, the Saviour, but He regarded 
them with pitying tenderness. His life was one of 
self-denial and thoughtful care for others. Every 
soul was precious in His eyes. While He ever bore
Himself with divine dignity, He bowed with the 
tenderest regard to every member of the family of
God. In all men He saw fallen souls whom it was 
His mission to save.

     Such is the character of Christ as revealed in 
His life. This is the character of God. It is from 
the Father's heart that the streams of divine 
compassion, manifest in Christ, flow out to the 
children of men. Jesus, the tender, pitying 
Saviour, was God "manifest in the flesh." 1 
Timothy 3:16. It was to redeem us that Jesus lived
and suffered and died. He became "a Man of 
Sorrows," that we might be made partakers of 
everlasting joy. God permitted His beloved Son, 
full of grace and truth, to come from a world of 
indescribable glory, to a world marred and 
blighted with sin, darkened with the shadow of 
death and the curse. He permitted Him to leave 
the bosom of His love, the adoration of the 
angels, to suffer shame, insult, humiliation, 
hatred, and death. "The chastisement of our peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are 
healed." Isaiah 53:5. 

Continued next month...
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Christ's Object Lessons.....

Chap. 10 - The Net

     The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind; 
which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and 
sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but 
cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the 
world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the 
wicked from among the just, and shall cast them 
into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth."

     The casting of the net is the preaching of the 
gospel. This gathers both good and evil into the 
church. When the mission of the gospel is 
completed, the judgment will accomplish the 
work of separation. Christ saw how the existence 
of false brethren in the church would cause the 
way of truth to be evil spoken of. The world 
would revile the gospel because of the 
inconsistent lives of false professors. Even 
Christians would be caused to stumble as they 
saw that many who bore Christ's name were not 
controlled by His Spirit. Because these sinners 
were in the church, men would be in danger of 
thinking that God excused their sins. Therefore 
Christ lifts the veil from the future and bids all to 
behold that it is character, not position, which 
decides man's destiny.

     Both the parable of the tares and that of the net
plainly teach that there is no time when all the 
wicked will turn to God. The wheat and the tares 
grow together until the harvest. The good and the 
bad fish are together drawn ashore for a final 
separation.

     Again, these parables teach that there is to be 
no probation after the judgment. When the work 
of the gospel is completed, there immediately 

follows the separation between the good and the 
evil, and the destiny of each class is forever fixed.

     God does not desire the destruction of any. "As
I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways; for why will ye die?" Ezekiel 33:11. 
Throughout the period of probationary time His 
Spirit is entreating men to accept the gift of life. It
is only those who reject His pleading that will be 
left to perish. God has declared that sin must be 
destroyed as an evil ruinous to the universe. 
Those who cling to sin will perish in its 
destruction.

Chap. 11 - Things New and Old

     While Christ was teaching the people, He was 
also educating His disciples for their future work. 
In all His instruction there were lessons for them. 
After giving the parable of the net, He asked 
them, "Have ye understood all these things?" 
They said unto Him, "Yea, Lord." Then in another
parable He set before them their responsibility in 
regard to the truths they had received. 
"Therefore," He said, "every scribe which is 
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto
a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth
out of his treasure things new and old." 

     The treasure gained by the householder he 
does not hoard. He brings it forth to communicate
to others. And by use the treasure increases. The 
householder has precious things both new and 
old. So Christ teaches that the truth committed to 
His disciples is to be communicated to the world. 
And as the knowledge of truth is imparted, it will 
increase. 
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     All who receive the gospel message into the 
heart will long to proclaim it. The heaven-born 
love of Christ must find expression. Those who 
have put on Christ will relate their experience, 
tracing step by step the leadings of the Holy 
Spirit--their hungering and thirsting for the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom He 
has sent, the results of their searching of the 
Scriptures, their prayers, their soul agony, and the 
words of Christ to them, "Thy sins be forgiven 
thee." It is unnatural for any to keep these things 
secret, and those who are filled with the love of 
Christ will not do so. In proportion as the Lord 
has made them the depositaries of sacred truth 
will be their desire that others shall receive the 
same blessing. And as they make known the rich 
treasures of God's grace, more and still more of 
the grace of Christ will be imparted to them. They
will have the heart of a little child in its simplicity
and unreserved obedience. Their souls will pant 
after holiness, and more and more of the treasures
of truth and grace will be revealed to them to be 
given to the world. 

     The great storehouse of truth is the word of 
God-- the written word, the book of nature, and 
the book of experience in God's dealing with 
human life. Here are the treasures from which 
Christ's workers are to draw. In the search after 
truth they are to depend upon God, not upon 
human intelligences, the great men whose 
wisdom is foolishness with God. Through His 
own appointed channels the Lord will impart a 
knowledge of Himself to every seeker.

     If the follower of Christ will believe His word 
and practice it, there is no science in the natural 
world that he will not be able to grasp and 
appreciate. There is nothing but that will furnish 
him means for imparting the truth to others. 
Natural science is a treasure house of knowledge 

from which every student in the school of Christ 
may draw. As we contemplate the beauty of 
nature, as we study its lessons in the cultivation of
the soil, in the growth of the trees, in all the 
wonders of earth and sea and sky, there will come
to us a new perception of truth. And the mysteries
connected with God's dealings with men, the 
depths of His wisdom and judgment as seen in 
human life--these are found to be a storehouse 
rich in treasure.

     But it is in the written word that a knowledge 
of God is most clearly revealed to fallen man. 
This is the treasure house of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.

     The word of God includes the Scriptures of the
Old Testament as well as of the New. One is not 
complete without the other. Christ declared that 
the truths of the Old Testament are as valuable as 
those of the New. Christ was as much man's 
Redeemer in the beginning of the world as He is 
today. Before He clothed His divinity with 
humanity and came to our world, the gospel 
message was given by Adam, Seth, Enoch, 
Methuselah, and Noah. Abraham in Canaan and 
Lot in Sodom bore the message, and from 
generation to generation faithful messengers 
proclaimed the Coming One. The rites of the 
Jewish economy were instituted by Christ 
Himself. He was the foundation of their system of
sacrificial offerings, the great antitype of all their 
religious service. The blood shed as the sacrifices 
were offered pointed to the sacrifice of the Lamb 
of God. All the typical offerings were fulfilled in 
Him. 

Continued next month.......
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Humor Corner...

Why don't you ever see a headline like 
Psychic Wins Power Ball for the fifth 
time? Hmmmm....

Editor Al

It’s easier to find a traveling companion 
than to get rid of one.

Art Buchwald

An argument is a question with two sides 
and no end.

Anonymous

Making the Grade
My high-school English teacher was well known 
for being a fair, but hard, grader. One day I 
received a B minus on a theme paper. In hopes of 
bettering my grade and in the spirit of the 
valentine season, I sent her an extravagant heart-
shaped box of chocolates with the pre-printed 
inscription: "BE MINE." The following day, I 
received in return a valentine from the teacher. It 
read: "Thank you, but it's still BE MINE-US."   

           Contributed by Brad Wilcox

Read All About It
Every Valentine's Day our campus newspaper has 
a section for student messages. Last year my 
roommate surprised his girlfriend with roses and 
dinner at a fancy restaurant. When they returned 
from their date, she leafed through the paper to 
see if he had written a note to her. Near the 
bottom of one page she found: "Bonnie -- What 
are you looking here for? Aren't dinner and 
flowers enough? Love, Scott."

         Contributed by Richard B. Blackwell

 Notable Notes:
A big thank you to these folks that have taken the 
time to write us to thank us for producing the 
newsletter or requesting more material. We 
REALLY appreciate both hearing from you and 
your encouragement! God bless each one of you.
We look forward to meeting you in Heaven!

JOHN FORDLEY
RYANNE MACKLEY
BARBRA AULTMAN

STEVEN MAYER
TANKA TETZLAFF
JESSIE VASQUEZ

JOSEPH KESSINGER
MATTHEW BROWN
BROOKE SHAFER

DOUGLAS SCHELL
ALEJANDRO RODRIGUEZ

MITCHELL EARL
REY BARRIGA

MARQUETTE HANDY
ROBERT SANCHEZ
ANTHONY LOPEZ
JOSEPH SCHRODY
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The Desire of Ages....
    Returning to Jerusalem, they pursued their search.
The next day, as they mingled with the worshipers 
in the temple, a familiar voice arrested their 
attention. They could not mistake it; no other voice 
was like His, so serious and earnest, yet so full of 
melody.

     In the school of the rabbis they found Jesus. 
Rejoiced as they were, they could not forget their 
grief and anxiety. When He was with them again, 
the mother said, in words that implied reproof, 
"Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us? Behold, 
Thy father and I have sought Thee sorrowing." 

     "How is it that ye sought Me?" answered Jesus. 
"Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's 
business?" And as they seemed not to understand 
His words, He pointed upward. On His face was a 
light at which they wondered. Divinity was flashing 
through humanity. On finding Him in the temple, 
they had listened to what was passing between Him 
and the rabbis, and they were astonished at His 
questions and answers. His words started a train of 
thought that would never be forgotten.

     And His question to them had a lesson. "Wist ye 
not," He said, "that I must be about My Father's 
business?" Jesus was engaged in the work that He 
had come into the world to do; but Joseph and Mary
had neglected theirs. God had shown them high 
honor in committing to them His Son. Holy angels 
had directed the course of Joseph in order to 
preserve the life of Jesus. But for an entire day they 
had lost sight of Him whom they should not have 
forgotten for a moment. And when their anxiety was
relieved, they had not censured themselves, but had 
cast the blame upon Him.

     It was natural for the parents of Jesus to look 
upon Him as their own child. He was daily with 
them, His life in many respects was like that of 

other children, and it was difficult for them to 
realize that He was the Son of God. They were in 
danger of failing to appreciate the blessing granted 
them in the presence of the world's Redeemer. The 
grief of their separation from Him, and the gentle 
reproof which His words conveyed, were designed 
to impress them with the sacredness of their trust.

     In the answer to His mother, Jesus showed for 
the first time that He understood His relation to 
God. Before His birth the angel had said to Mary, 
"He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His father David: and He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob forever." Luke 1:32, 33. These 
words Mary had pondered in her heart; yet while 
she believed that her child was to be Israel's 
Messiah, she did not comprehend His mission. Now
she did not understand His words; but she knew that
He had disclaimed kinship to Joseph, and had 
declared His Sonship to God.  

     Jesus did not ignore His relation to His earthly 
parents. From Jerusalem He returned home with 
them, and aided them in their life of toil. He hid in 
His own heart the mystery of His mission, waiting 
submissively for the appointed time for Him to enter
upon His work. For eighteen years after He had 
recognized that He was the Son of God, He 
acknowledged the tie that bound Him to the home at
Nazareth, and performed the duties of a son, a 
brother, a friend, and a citizen.

     As His mission had opened to Jesus in the 
temple, He shrank from contact with the multitude. 
He wished to return from Jerusalem in quietness, 
with those who knew the secret of His life. By the 
paschal service, God was seeking to call His people 
away from their worldly cares, and to remind them 
of His wonderful work in their deliverance from 
Egypt. In this work He desired them to see a 
promise of deliverance from sin. As the blood of the
slain lamb sheltered the homes of Israel, so the 
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blood of Christ was to save their souls; but they 
could be saved through Christ only as by faith they 
should make His life their own. There was virtue in 
the symbolic service only as it directed the 
worshipers to Christ as their personal Saviour. God 
desired that they should be led to prayerful study 
and meditation in regard to Christ's mission. But as 
the multitudes left Jerusalem, the excitement of 
travel and social intercourse too often absorbed their
attention, and the service they had witnessed was 
forgotten. The Saviour was not attracted to their 
company. 

    As Joseph and Mary should return from 
Jerusalem alone with Jesus, He hoped to direct their 
minds to the prophecies of the suffering Saviour. 
Upon Calvary He sought to lighten His mother's 
grief. He was thinking of her now. Mary was to 
witness His last agony, and Jesus desired her to 
understand His mission, that she might be 
strengthened to endure, when the sword should 
pierce through her soul. As Jesus had been separated
from her, and she had sought Him sorrowing three 
days, so when He should be offered up for the sins 
of the world, He would again be lost to her for three
days. And as He should come forth from the tomb, 
her sorrow would again be turned to joy. But how 
much better she could have borne the anguish of His
death if she had understood the Scriptures to which 
He was now trying to turn her thoughts!

     If Joseph and Mary had stayed their minds upon 
God by meditation and prayer, they would have 
realized the sacredness of their trust, and would not 
have lost sight of Jesus. By one day's neglect they 
lost the Saviour; but it cost them three days of 
anxious search to find Him. So with us; by idle talk,
evilspeaking, or neglect of prayer, we may in one 
day lose the Saviour's presence, and it may take 
many days of sorrowful search to find Him, and 
regain the peace that we have lost. 

     In our association with one another, we should 
take heed lest we forget Jesus, and pass along 
unmindful that He is not with us. When we become 
absorbed in worldly things so that we have no 
thought for Him in whom our hope of eternal life is 
centered, we separate ourselves from Jesus and 
from the heavenly angels. These holy beings cannot 
remain where the Saviour's presence is not desired, 
and His absence is not marked. This is why 
discouragement so often exists among the professed
followers of Christ.     Many attend religious 
services, and are refreshed and comforted by the 
word of God; but through neglect of meditation, 
watchfulness, and prayer, they lose the blessing, and
find themselves more destitute than before they 
received it. Often they feel that God has dealt hardly
with them. They do not see that the fault is their 
own. By separating themselves from Jesus, they 
have shut away the light of His presence. 

  It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour 
each day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We 
should take it point by point, and let the imagination
grasp each scene, especially the closing ones. As we
thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our 
confidence in Him will be more constant, our love 
will be quickened, and we shall be more deeply 
imbued with His spirit. If we would be saved at last,
we must learn the lesson of penitence and 
humiliation at the foot of the cross. As we associate 
together, we may be a blessing to one another. If we 
are Christ's, our sweetest thoughts will be of Him. 
We shall love to talk of Him; and as we speak to one
another of His love, our hearts will be softened by 
divine influences. Beholding the beauty of His 
character, we shall be "changed into the same image
from glory to glory." 2 Corinthians 3:18.         

Continued next month...
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